Dear UTC Family Member,

Please can | begin by thanking you all for your ongoing support of the school. As you are all aware,
we have been facing a small outbreak of covid cases which we have been able to control quickly
thanks to your amazing vigilance. | am so incredibly grateful for all of your kindness and
understanding during this difficult time and | can whole-heartedly say that UTC has the best parental
community in the city.

| would also like to thank the resilience and dedication of our students, particularly those that have
been self-isolating. This constant disruption is far from easy however | never fail to be astonished by
how adaptable our young people are. This week, we had a visit from Devon County Council’s
Inspection Control Team. We have received a glowing report for our safety measures and the
professional way in which the majority of our students stick to the regulations of their bubbles. In fact,
our visitor was in awe of our students.

From Monday, the government has announced changes to current covid guidance. Amongst this,
there has been an update on the wearing of masks. This continues to be a controversial topic for
some however the position on this is clear:

e Students will not be required to wear masks.
e Staff will not need to wear masks in classrooms but staff and visitors should still wear them in
communal areas outside of the classroom where they cannot socially distance.

As before, we will respect individual choice on this matter for the rest of the academic year. Where
students and staff choose to wear a face covering, we will be supportive of that. Good respiratory
hygiene has been highlighted as a factor in helping to stop transmission of covid-19 as well as flu and
the common cold. By the start of the autumn term all of our staff will have had the opportunity to have
been vaccinated. Things, hopefully will be different by then and we will keep you updated of our
plans.

Please remember that twice weekly LFD testing needs to continue.These tests are for asymptomatic
people only. If a child or staff member has symptoms (high temperature, new cough, change in sense
of taste or smell), they should self-isolate and seek a PCR test. Any positive test results or illness
should be reported to Reception straight away please. Parents, you have shown to be superb in your
communication with us and this has meant that we were able to contain the outbreak quickly.

Despite restrictions being lifted, we must be very careful not to lower our guard. We have in the last 2
weeks seen 12 new cases (confirmed by PCR test). This is a stark reminder that this virus is still
around and cements the reasons why we are following the precautions that we are.

Fingers crossed we will expect some better weather soon and can therefore spend more time out in
the fresh air.
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Please also be reminded that the last day of term for students is Thursday 27th May 2021, with Friday
being an inset day. We’'ll see everyone back in School on Monday 7th June 2021.

Best wishes
Jo and Team UTC



