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Friday 26th February 2021 

 

 

Dear UTC Families, 

 

Re: UTC Plymouth Reopening Plan including Lateral Flow Testing 

 

As I am sure you are more than aware by now, we have been given the go ahead to reopen 

our school to all students from the 8th March. We are incredibly excited about their return 

however we have to ensure that we follow government guidance including the full testing of 

staff and students. It is not an easy task to complete therefore we thank you in advance for 

reading our detailed instructions. This correspondence aims to outline our plans to reopen 

the site safely.  

 

Last week, you should have received communication stating that the school site will be 

closed to ALL students on Friday 5th March. This is to allow us to prepare for the Lateral 

Flow Testing of all consenting students as well as ensure that our Recovery Curriculum is 

effective in reintegrating our UTC family. Student and staff safety is at the heart of our 

planning and procedures so please take the the time to note the following: 

 

● In order to support our LFT operation, we kindly ask that you complete the COVID 

testing consent form previously emailed to you by no later than Friday 5th March. If 

you wish to opt out please email reception (reception@utcplymouth.org). 

 

● The government has advised that all students (unless medically exempt or for 

another valid reason) wear face coverings in all areas of the school at all times 

(apart from outside or in PE lessons). We aim to review this guidance at Easter. We 

are still selling morphs and snoods for £5 as these also double up as a neck warmer. 

For those who do not have a mask or visor, we can supply disposable ones however, 

we only have a limited amount. 

 

● To ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students, we are staggering the return of 

year group bubbles and altering the timings of the school day for our KS4 and KS5 

students for the first week only. This is so that we can dedicate time to each year 

group through a personalised welcome and a chance to talk through any anxieties 

caused by the prolonged absence from school and routine. Please be assured that 

we have a fully trained Health and Wellbeing Team alongside our amazing pastoral 

care so that we can support any individual that may be in need. 
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Below is when each year group is expected to return to college and the timings 

of their day as well as when they will receive their first test for the week. There will be a 

second and third test staggered over the first two weeks. Students will be told exactly when 

these will take place once the schedule has been finalised: 

 

Monday 8th March: Year 7 8.40am-3.00pm (Testing am) 

                                  Year 11 11.00am- 3.00pm (Testing pm) 

 

*Year 11 10am-3pm for the rest of the week. 

 

Tuesday 9th March: Year 9 8.40am-3.00pm (Testing am) 

           Sixth Form 11am-3:00pm (Testing pm) 

 

  

Wednesday 10th March: Year 10 8.40am-3.00pm (Testing am) 

                                            

NB:  Please note that there will be no Educare provision for Year 9 or 10 on Monday 8th 

March unless there is an urgent need.  If you have an urgent requirement, please email 

reception@utcplymouth.org. 

 

Once students have attended college on their specified day, they are required to then attend 

college for the rest of the week. ALL students will be leaving college at 3.00pm on Friday 

12th March as there will be no Golden Time. Please note different start times for KS4 and 

KS5. 

 

From Monday 15th March, normal school day timings will resume. The only change to 

this will be the commencement of Golden Time - 2.05pm for KS3 students who achieve 

this but 2.50pm for KS4 students. Again, we will continue to review our practices and 

procedures in line with the best interests of our students. 

 

With regards to lunchtime arrangements, it has been advised that students continue to bring 

a packed lunch where possible. We are able to provide a small selection of hot and cold 

meals at lunch time. We continue to encourage students to bring in their own water bottles 

and we will have refill stations available. Just a reminder that fizzy drinks, sweets, chewing 

gum and large bags of crisps are not permitted on site in our quest to encourage healthy 

lifestyles.  Free school meal vouchers will be issued to those students in year groups not 

attending straight away due to the staggered return to school. 
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Please be assured that the staff at UTC Plymouth are working hard to plan a 

curriculum that supports the whole child and will be on hand to support both our students 

and families in adapting back to school life now we are coming out of lockdown. It has 

definitely been a difficult start to the year but we believe that a positive mindset and a 

carefully planned pastoral focus and curriculum are the ways forward. We will not be 

dwelling on what students have ‘missed out on’ but embracing what they have learnt, not 

only academically but also about themselves as a person. 

 

If you should have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to contact your young 

person’s mentor, pastoral lead or any member of the leadership team. For general enquiries 

contact: reception@utcplymouth.org 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming back our young people and hope to see you all soon 

albeit virtually! Following on from a successful Year 11 Next Steps Evening, here is a final 

reminder of our Zoom focus events that are taking place: 

 

Year 10 Focus Event: Wednesday 10th March 5-6pm 

Sixth Form Focus Event: Wednesday 17th March 5-6pm 

Year 9 Options Event: Tuesday 23rd March 5-6pm 

Year 7 Focus Event: Wednesday 24th March 5-6pm 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

Jo and Team UTC 

UTC PLYMOUTH  
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