
 
Dear UTC Families,  
 
Welcome to the Summer Term!  
 
Following on from the recent parent voice survey, we have been working on making improvements and 
fine tuning our procedures and protocols. Again, I’d like to thank you for your constant support and 
feedback. 
 
Reporting Progress  
The latest round of assessment data has now been collected and will be emailed to you on Friday 6th 
May.  This shows your child’s current progress, attitudes to learning and, in the case of KS4 and P16, 
teacher current predictions for the end of the course.  There is also personalised teacher feedback 
informing your child of what went well during the Spring Term and giving specific targets for improvement.  
These will also be printed and available in the Student Progress Portfolio (see below).  Should you wish to 
request a printed version of your child’s report, please email exams@utcplymouth.org stating your child’s 
full name to register your request and we will ensure that you receive this. 
 
 
Student Portfolios 
Please find the latest updates to our Assessment and Feedback Policy and our Homework Policy which 
may be accessed via our website 
 
As we announced in our last Newsletter, we will be launching our Student Progress Portfolios on Friday 
13th May 2022 with a parental voluntary donation of £1.00. The portfolios will be an essential tool to 
support our students to develop independence in their learning and organisation, track their own progress 
and maintain a record of achievements. The Portfolios are A5, hardback folders so it is important that 
students have a suitable school bag in which to keep them safe. They will contain the following documents 
as a minimum: 
 

1. Individual Progress Reports which include targets for improvement for each subject area. 
2. Subject Knowledge Organisers detailing essential knowledge needed for each unit of work. These 

can be used as revision tools and for tracking progress through each scheme of work. 
3. Subject specific reference tools (eg key words, quotation grids, maths grids, periodic tables) 

 
Student Voice have also requested that the following inserts are available (they can be picked up from 
Portfolio Pigeon Holes in the Library) and we’re sure that these are just the first of many: 
 

4. Weekly diary inserts to organise home and College life. 
5. Health and Wellbeing Contact sheet for local and national support groups. 
6. Mindfulness colouring in pages. 
7. Reward acknowledgement postcards. 

 
Much of the information housed within the Portfolio may also be accessed by you digitally via our Parent 
Portal. The Parent Portal and App let parents check in on their child’s attendance, behaviour and 



 
progress.  
 
The Arbor App is the mobile version of the Parent Portal, for use on mobile devices such as smartphones 
and tablet, which can be downloaded as follows: 
 

● Android devices - go to your Play store and search for Arbor. Click the top option of Arbor Parent & 
Guardian Portal. 
Click install to download the Arbor App.  Once it has installed, click Open 
 

● IOS devices - go to your App Store and search ‘Arbor’.  Click the top option.   
Click GET to download the Arbor App. 

 
It is vital that students keep their Portfolio in their bag as it will be needed every day. This will 
become part of their equipment requirement. If lost, there will be a £3 charge. 
 
 
Mufti and Charity Day 
A reminder that Tuesday 10th May will be a Sports themed MUFTI Charity Fundraising Day. Our recently 
formed Rugby Club has some great challenges planned to raise funds for their kit and whole school sports 
equipment. The plan is to launch ‘active lunch’ with the new equipment we buy. We are also planning a 
BAKE SALE if any of you budding bakers are able to contribute please? 
 
Uniform 
After extensive student voice, we are pleased to announce the following uniform changes. Years 7, 8 and 
9 will remain in the wonderful bright blue colour as they are KS3. Our KS4 students (Years 10 and 11) are 
moving to wearing all black (sweatshirts, t-shirts and polos). In the transition period, continuing to wear 
grey is absolutely fine. We have seen some wonderful combinations of black and grey from our students. 
Moving forward, we will be phasing out hoodies. 
 
Exams 
The examination season is fast approaching with our first examination starting on the 16th May.  An 
updated timetable showing all exams plus booster sessions will be emailed out to both students and 
parents by the 9th May.  The exam boards have asked schools to extend the exam season to the 29th 
June to give “contingency days”.  This is to create a buffer in case anything changes in the national picture 
that may require examinations to be rescheduled.  Although we do not anticipate this will happen, we 
cannot assume based on previous years!  At the time of writing to you, our last examination is on the 24th 
June but please be aware of the contingency deadline. Please look out for us on Spotlight next 
Wednesday or Thursday as they are coming in to film an exams feature! 
 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via Reception@utcplymouth.org. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
Jo and Team UTC 


