
UTC BRIEFING 6
#engineer your future

Welcome Back!



Message from Jo 

Welcome back everyone!

 I hope that you have had a happy and relaxing half-term 
and that you received your UTC hug in the post. To start 
the week off on a positive, I thought I would share a 
couple of videos that we have been making and sharing 
on our UTC Youtube account. If you haven’t subscribed 
to it yet, please do! 

As we are getting closer to a return to school, I also 
thought I’d remind you of the amazing uniform items we 
have for sale, especially as the weather is so miserable 
at the moment. Take care and hopefully see you soon!



Message from Justine 

EMail neil.moore@utcplymouth.org to register your interest by 12:00 Friday!

*PROVISIONAL DATES



Message from Gemma 
Welcome back! 

I hope you all had a lovely, restful break and 
are back raring to go for the Spring term. We 

are still tracking your work and will be in 
touch to see how you all are through email or 

phone this week.
Please check your suggested timetables for 
updated Live lessons as these have changed 

and some more have been added! 
Have a great week,

Gemma x



Message from Gemma 

LOL! Let’s 
get the 
balance 

right :) We 
know you 

can! 



MESSAGE FOR YEAR 11- Year 11 Focus Event 
Wednesday 24th February

On Wednesday 24th February, we would like to invite you to our first ever virtual Year 11 Focus Event. This will take place between 5 – 6pm and will be an 
opportunity to update you on year 11 progress and to outline options for your son/daughter post-16.

We would love to be holding this event in person on site at UTC Plymouth, but given the current pandemic situation, we are having to adapt and offer an 
alternative method to support your son/daughter during these unprecedented times. Therefore, the event will be hosted through Zoom. During this session 
you will receive an update from Jo, information on Virtual School progress, exam support and guidance followed by options for year 11 post-16.  The event 
will finish with a live Q&A session with the Year 11 Team. Please find the Zoom link below. If you have any issues or concerns regarding accessing Zoom, 
please contact us and we can arrange an alternative option.

Zoom Meeting Link:

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84788966832?pwd=dW91V3JpVURGbndJS0dMa2xYaEc0dz09

Meeting ID: 847 8896 6832
Passcode: rW9kfy

Teacher Call Back Request:
In addition to this event we will be arranging an opportunity for you to request a ‘teacher call back’ where we will arrange a 5min call back or virtual meeting 
with our teaching staff to check on your son/daughter’s progress.  These appointments will be available throughout the week on W/C 01.02.2021. To make 
an appointment, we are asking that you email reception@utcplymouth.org  stating which teacher(s) you would like a call back from and a suggested 
time/date during the week commencing 01.03.2021.



UTC’S VIRTUAL PARENTS’ EVENINGS 

Virtual Parent/Student Focus Events
In the absence of being able to hold on-site parent events, we have now scheduled the following Zoom events for 
each Year group: 

Year 11 Next Step Event: Wednesday 24th February 5-6pm
Year 10 Focus Event: Wednesday 10th March 5-6pm
Year 9 Options Event: Tuesday 23rd March 5-6pm
Year 7 Focus Event: Wednesday 24th March 5-6pm

If you wish to attend these events, please register your interest at: reception@utcplymouth.org

You can share any questions you wish us to answer as well as request any staff members that you would like to 
contact you regarding your child’s progress. These calls will take place during the week of the scheduled virtual 
event.



Year 9 Options 
CALLING ALL YEAR 9...

So, we at UTC Plymouth are looking to extend our curriculum offer dependent on 
interest, staffing and timetabling. Have your say on what subjects you would like to 
study at KS4 by clicking on the link below and choosing 3 options!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1c2RuXAdCQIaRVrBeWvaPiw3qNrQZy6NJYZS_
lGd6V5E/edit

We need EVERY member of Year 9 to complete this 1 minute survey!



Current Affairs

Covid vaccine extremely safe says UK 
regulator.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-
55946912

House votes to strip republican of 
key roles.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-u
s-canada-55940542

Teachers join anti coup protests in 
Myanmar. As elected leaders remain 
detained by military.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia
-55944482

Two women killed in linked incidents 
in Ayrshire town, Scotland
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotl
and-glasgow-west-55948245

And some good news!

Cranes are coming back from 
extinction in the UK.

https://www.countryliving.co
m/uk/wellbeing/a35199648/p
ositive-news-this-week/

Investors who beat wall street, 
pay it forward!
https://www.goodnewsnetwo
rk.org/gamestop-investors-do
nate-profits-to-others/



Are you worried about anything? Is anything bothering you?

You can email worrybox@utcplymouth.org if there is anything on your mind. This 
email address is manned by a team of professionals who are on hand to support 
you and give you guidance if needed. 



PSHE
 

1885
Gross indecency offence is 

created making 
homosexuality illegal 

1932
Lili Elbe becomes the known 

person to begin gender 
reassignment surgery

1968
Homosexuality is no longer 

classified as an illness 

1969
Stonewall riots and the birth 
of Gay liberation movement 

begins 

1980
HIV Aids Pandemic sparks anti 

gay sentiment in the media
2000

LGBTQ+ are allowed to openly 
serve in the military 

2010
Equality Act comes into 

force protecting people from 
discrimination based on 

sexual orientation or gender 
reassignment 

2013
The Marriage Act (same sex 
couples) legalises same-sex 

marriage in england and 
wales

2020
In addition, relationships and 
sex education (RSE) will be 

compulsory for all 
secondary age pupils and 
health education will be 

compulsory for all pupils. 

Key Events Key Events



LGBTQ+ History Month is celebrated every year in february. The 
purpose is to promote equality and diversity throughout the world and 

help educate people on sexual and gender identities.  

If you have any queries or would like to join the LGBTQ+ google 
classroom please email Nathan for more details - 

Nathan.Tills@utcplymouth.org 



Check out our UTC Eco-Site 
and apply for some 

challenges here  

    
http://bit.ly/3qkWrVW

Win prizes when you reach a set 
amount of challenges completed. You 
could also get on our leaderboard.  

You Will Receive A 
Badge When You 
Complete A 
Challenge. 



3 Eco topics chosen by you: 
Marine: protecting the marine environment

Biodiversity: increasing spaces and places 
for wildlife to thrive

Healthy Living: Diet, exercise and 
mindfulness for humans to thrive

What do YOU need to do? 
1) Check out the UTC Eco website here 
2) Sign up to one of our Eco-challenge to be done at home ACCEPT A CHALLENGE
3) Report back on how your challenge goes (photos and videos are great!) 

Students from across UTC have 
formed an Eco-committee to lead the 
project. You can join them, by 
signing up to this Google classroom

We already have our Bronze award 
for the amazing work you’ve done in 
the last few weeks! We’re definitely on 
for achieving our Green Flag by 
Easter. 

After the success of your amazing Bug hotels, some of you have moved onto 
beach cleans and litter picks, upcycling projects and digging ponds (though 
the bug hotels keep coming).  

Eco-schools Newsletter: 
Issue 2: February 22nd, 2021



Look at some of the challenges you’ve already achieved! 
There are lots more challenges to choose from on ACCEPT A CHALLENGE and please suggest more.

Recycling an 
old bed into 
van storage & 
vivarium tank 
shelving!

Litter Picks

We’ve 
started 
the UTC 
Pond

Vegan recipe challenges



Engineering Corner with Alan...
Could this be how vehicles of the future look?

Hyundai Unveils Autonomous 
Four-Legged Walking Car

Transportable by UAV (Unmanned aerial vehicle), the 
Tiger X-1 concept can travel through jungles, caves, 
and even space terrain.

Hyundai's crazy Elevate walking car concept, unveiled in 
2019, may be more than just a publicity stunt after all.

With the unveiling of Hyundai's Transforming Intelligent 
Ground Excursion Robot Experiment, Tiger X-1 for short, it 
seems the Korean automaker is making serious efforts to 
bring the four-legged 

For more information click here



Literacy during
 Lockdown!

Oak National Academy have created a FREE virtual library 

They will provide one free book a week for children from their ‘author 
of the week’ throughout lockdown - this week is Nizrana Farook and 
the book is ‘The Girl Who Stole an Elephant’. 

A brilliant way to support children’s literacy skills during 
homeschooling if access to books is limited.

Simple and free to read online / download ⬇

https://library.thenational.academy/?fbclid=IwAR02waNzsRVBECtWJt6
UlqJwocbknPujYRaSmZfMZ-SKw_k6klahDl5yjsk



Message from Bex.

The ‘action for happiness calendar’ for this month is titled ‘Friendly February’. Try 
these actions out to make you and others feel better around you!

Have a go… it 
may make you 

feel good!



Educare PE Year 7

Fitness Circuit
Do you recognise 

any exercises from 

the ‘I’m a celeb’ 

trials?



Educare PE Year 9



Bizarre Sport Quiz!
TOP 3 STUDENTS!

Luke 
Glynn

Jay Hardwick
Sky Elliott

UTC branded prizes 

will be awarded to 

these students on 

their return to 

school!



Kaie Baker (Year 9) 

Year 9 getting to 
grips with persuasive 
language techniques!



Celebrating Year 7 Art
Fully finished Jon Tremaine outcomes ready for our ECO School wall mural



Celebrating Year 9 Art
Fully finished Jon Tremaine outcomes ready for our ECO School wall mural



Celebrating Year 10 Art
Fully finished Jon Tremaine outcomes ready for our ECO School wall mural



Auntie Sarah’s 
Lockdown Lunches

Easy, low-cost, speedy lunches and tips

Mix your slices
If you don’t like wholegrain, try making a sandwich from one 

slice of white bread and one slice of wholemeal/brown 

bread.

Keep fuller for longer
Base the lunchbox on foods like bread, rice, pasta and potatoes. 

Choose wholegrain where you can.

Freeze your bread
Keep a small selection of bread in the freezer. Make lunch 

boxes more interesting by using different shapes, like bagels, 

pittas and wraps, and different types of bread, such as 

granary, wholemeal and multi-grain.

Swap the fruit 
bars
Dried fruit such as raisins, sultanas and dried 

apricots are not only cheaper than processed 

fruit bars and snacks but can be healthier too. 

Remember to keep dried fruit to mealtimes as it 

can be bad for your teeth.



Ingredients
● 4 wraps (wholemeal preferably)

● 4 tomatoes chopped

● 80g hard cheese (reduced fat if poss)

Optional toppings:

● 1 red pepper, deseeded and thinly sliced
● 1 yellow pepper, deseeded and thinly sliced

● 150g closed-cup mushrooms, sliced

● 4 handfuls mixed salad leaves

● 1 carrot, grated

● 2 celery sticks, chopped

● 3 tsp dried Italian mixed herbs (optional)

● 1 pinch ground black pepper (optional)

Method
● Preheat the grill. Arrange the peppers and 

mushrooms on a baking sheet and grill them for 4 to 
5 minutes, turning once. Add the tomatoes and 
herbs, then season with black pepper. Keep warm.

● Put a tortilla into a dry frying pan and sprinkle a 
quarter of the cheese over the top. Cook over a 
medium heat for about 30 to 40 seconds until 
melted.

● Add a quarter of the vegetable mixture to one side 
of the tortilla, then fold it in half, over the filling. 
Cook for a few moments, then slide it onto a warm 
serving plate. Keep warm.

● Repeat with the remaining tortillas. Serve with the 

salad leaves, grated carrot and celery.

For a snack, just make 2 and cut them in half to serve 4 people.

Vegetable Pizza Wrap Recipe



Message from Nathan.

Year 7 Live Virtual Lunch Social Club
                                      Student Voice has spoken and we at UTC Listen!! 

We are now offering  LIVE virtual lunchtime social clubs for each year 7 mentor group!

These social clubs will be conducted in the same way as your live lesson in terms of rules. They are an 
opportunity for you to interact with your friends within your mentor group. 

Mentors will post the links to the social club in your mentor google classrooms. If you don't have access to 
your mentor google classroom please send an email to you mentor.

Group A Tuesdays@13:20 - 13:50 amanda.lane@utcplymouth.org

Group B Thursdays@13:20 - 13:50 emma.farrell@utcplymouth.org

Group C Wednesdays@13:20 - 13:50 tristan.sheaff@utcplymouth.org

Group D/E Tuesdays@13:20 - 13:50 lucy.rothero@utcplymouth.org 
debbie.collins@utcplymouth.org 

milly.fisher@utcplymouth.org 



        Year 9 Virtual Social Club - Finishing our quiz! 
This Tuesday we will be finishing the quiz from our last session before half term!

Meeting to run from 12:30 pm- 1pm onwards this Tuesday and Mike and your mentors can’t wait to see 
you there!

As always just give Mike or your mentor an email if you would like to arrange a smaller follow on session 
to the main event!



Message from Bex.

Year 10 Live Virtual Lunch Social Club
                                      Student Voice has spoken and we at UTC Listen!! 

We are now offering LIVE virtual lunchtime social clubs for each year 10 mentor group!

These social clubs will be conducted in the same way as your live lesson in terms of rules. They are an 
opportunity for you to interact with your friends within your mentor group. 

Mentors will post the links to the social club in your year 10 pastoral classroom. If you don't have access to 
pastoral classroom please send an email to you mentor.

Group A Tuesdays@13:20 - 13:50 bex.waters@utcplymouth.org

Group B Friday@13:20 - 13:50 jasmin.chapple@utcplymouth.org

Group C Friday @13.20 - 13.50 hayley.hall@utcplymouth.org



Message from Gemma.

Year 11 Live Virtual Lunch Social Club
                                      Student Voice has spoken and we at UTC Listen!! 

We are now offering  LIVE virtual lunchtime social clubs for each year 11 mentor group!

These social clubs will be conducted in the same way as your live lesson in terms of rules. They are an 
opportunity for you to interact with your friends within your mentor group. 

Mentors will post the links to the social club in your mentor google classrooms. If you don't have access to 
your mentor google classroom please send an email to you mentor.

Group A Thursday 1:30pm to 2pm https://meett.google.com/rgi-iezd-kau
Jason.booth@utcplymouth.org

Group B Thursday 11:00am to 
11:30am scott.sheldon@utcplymouth.org

https://meet.google.com/tfv-xorn-xjk



Kerry’s Favourite 
Quote of the Week!

#UTCFAMILY



Suggested Timetable...
 We will be attaching a suggested timetable below for each Year Group to follow to minimise the impact of learning 
virtually. Staff will be posting lessons in advance for you to complete. All lessons and LIVE lesson invites will be on 
Google classroom. If you have any questions or queries regarding this, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Year 7 Timetable (UPDATED WITH NEW LIVE LESSONS!):



Suggested Timetable… 
Year 9
UPDATED WITH NEW LIVE LESSONS



Suggested Timetable…
 Year 10

UPDATED WITH NEW LIVE LESSONS



Suggested Timetable…
 Year 11

UPDATED WITH NEW LIVE LESSONS



Important Contact Details...
● UTC- 01752 284250
● Reception: reception@utcplymouth.org
● Jo Ware Head of School: jo.ware@utcplymouth.org
● Gemma Laing Director of Pastoral Care: gemma.laing@utcplymouth.org
● Bex Waters Year 10 Support: bex.waters@utcplymouth.org
● Mike Hall Year 9 Pastoral Lead: michael.hall@utcplymouth.org
● Nathan Tills Year 7 Lead: nathan.tills@utcplymouth.org
● Natasha Ive Year 7 Family Support Worker: natasha.ive@utcplymouth.org
● Esther Knight SENCO: esther.knight@utcplymouth.org
● Jasmin Chapple Safeguarding Lead: jasmin.chapple@utcplymouth.org

**Please note** Mentor email addresses can be found on our website: 
https://utcplymouth.org/


