
UTC BRIEFING 7
#engineer your future





Message from Jo 

Hooray, hooray it’s nearly time for you to return! Please 
check the arrangements carefully so that we can get our 
UTC family back together as smoothly as possible!

Great things have continued to happen both onsite and 
virtually at UTC Plymouth. Although things won’t quite be 
‘back to normal’ straight away, I think you all be really 
pleased with how amazing our school is looking. We 
even now have our very own pond! However, nothing 
can make it as brilliant as when you are all in the 
building.

Keep working hard, enjoy the sunshine and smile!



Reminder-UTC’S VIRTUAL 
PARENTS’ EVENINGS 

Virtual Parent/Student Focus Events
In the absence of being able to hold on-site parent events, we have now scheduled the following Zoom events for 
each Year group: 

Year 10 Focus Event: Wednesday 10th March 5-6pm
Year 9 Options Event: Tuesday 23rd March 5-6pm
Year 7 Focus Event: Wednesday 24th March 5-6pm

If you wish to attend these events, please register your interest at: reception@utcplymouth.org

You can share any questions you wish us to answer as well as request any staff members that you would like to 
contact you regarding your child’s progress. These calls will take place during the week of the scheduled virtual 
event.



UTC REOPENING PLAN

We have emailed home the plan for reopening our school site 
and the COVID consent form. If you have yet to fill this in, 
please click the link below:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfABuCQJZF-A
zagI7y3z1pqlkFFo4FVrZlnSEcCiceAEjIe0g/viewform?gxids=7
628



UTC REOPENING PLAN- Please read
● The government has advised that all students (unless medically exempt or for another valid reason) wear 

face coverings in all areas of the school at all times (apart from outside or in PE lessons).
● To ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students, we are staggering the return of year group bubbles and 

altering the timings of the school day for our KS4 and KS5 students for the first week only:

Monday 8th March: Year 7 8.40am-3.00pm (Testing am)
                                  Year 11 11.00am- 3.00pm (Testing pm)

*Year 11 10am-3pm for the rest of the week.

Tuesday 9th March: Year 9 8.40am-3.00pm (Testing am)
           Sixth Form 11.00am- 3:00pm (Testing pm)

Wednesday 10th March: Year 10 8.40am-3.00pm (Testing am)
                                           
NB:  Please note that there will be no Educare provision for Year 9 or 10 on Monday 8th March unless there is 
an urgent need.



IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM SCOTT
Hi all,

If you borrowed a chromebook from school, this needs to be brought back along 
with your charger on the first day you return.

Thanks,

Scott



This week is…   National Careers Week #NCW2021

This week we bring you a range of 
activities linked to national careers 
week 2021 1st - 6th March.  
Please look through and explore 
the daily tasks for next week.

Check out our 
virtual careers 
week briefing 

here...



Fifthteen Apps Parents Should Know About... 





Current Affairs

Covid infection rates falling in all four 
nations of the UK.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-560
41029

NASA Mars landing. Watch the 
moment it lands here.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/scie
nce-environment-56119347

Archaeological dig in Wales brings up 
bug question: Was StoneHenge 
originally in Wales (Jenna thinks yes!)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-
56029203

Harry and Megan not returning to the 
Royal family. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-561
27673

And some good news!

Coca cola trials first paper 
bottle.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
technology-56023723

Endangered Ferret cloned 
from 33 year old DNA.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
world-us-canada-56132410



World Book Day - Thursday 4th March
Show Your 

Shares
What is world book day?

World Book Day was created by UNESCO on 23rd April 1995 as a worldwide 
celebration of books and reading. It is marked in over 100 countries around 
the globe.
Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future 
success – more than their family circumstances, their parents’ educational 
background or their income. We want to see more children, particularly those 
from disadvantaged backgrounds, with a lifelong habit of reading for 
pleasure and the improved life chances this brings them.

ENTER THE ‘SHOW YOUR SHARES’ COMPETITION!
There are lots of brilliant ways you can enjoy books so we’re inviting 
everyone to join in with our ‘SHOW YOUR SHARES’ competition.

A story share could be: reading at home with your family, reading in 
your favourite nook, reading in an unusual location, sharing a story 
with your pet, reading a book dressed as your favourite character, and 
more!

Everyone will 
receive their  £1 

book token when 
you come back to 

school!

To enter, simply photograph, video 
or record yourself, creatively 
reading an extract from your 
favourite story!

Send to your usual English teacher!
OR

You can enter the national 
competition! Check out the website 
link above for more details!



Word of 
the Week

There will be a new 
word every week.

The word will contain 
the definition so you 
know what it means. 

The challenge: 
You must use the word 
in the correct context 
(where possible) in any 
of your subjects. 

Why are we doing 
this and what is 
the point?

To widen our 
vocabulary across 
the school.



Privilege
Definition: a right or benefit that is given to some people and not to others

Synonyms: honour, advantage, right and entitlement

Example: I had the privilege of being invited to the school awards evening. 

Word class: Noun

★ Challenge: You have to correctly include this word into as much of your work 
this week. 

Highlight the word when you have used it. 

1st March 2021



Engineering Corner with Alan...

NASA just released the first-ever video of a spacecraft 
landing on Mars on Monday, and it was incredible — 

capturing Thursday's historic touchdown of the Perseverance 
rover on the Red Planet for all to watch.

YEAH I know the snow has gone but this is 
still a seriously cool video and an even cooler 
build. Have a look and think about what we 
could build in our workshops.



PSHE-
Women’s History Month 

NASA Perseverance Team: Here 
are 7 women who are 

CURRENTLY MAKING HISTORY.  
They are a integral part and 
prominent faces of the Mars 
2020 mission that Alan has 
linked in his “Engineering 

Corner” article. 

As the entire world marvels at the grand feat achieved by NASA Perseverance landing on Mars and beaming back the first 
photo from the Red Planet, there is also a need to acknowledge the team which was behind the most sophisticated project 
to Mars till date. In fact, there were some women who were a prime force driving the ambitious Mars 2020 mission all along 
with their hard work, dedication, passion, creativity and brain-wracking for many years now! Be it developing those complex 
machines or controlling the navigation and other crucial operations of the rover to the Martian surface, these women have 
proven their brain and might as well as inspired other women to dream big.  Click HERE or on the photo to read the full 
article.



PSHE-
Women’s History Month 

Katherine Johnson Ada Lovelace Radia Perlman

NASA Space Scientist Mathematician Internet Pioneer

Born in 1918, she and her 
colleagues created the the 

calculations that guided 
NASA’s 1962 Friendship 7 
Mission. Not only that, but 
she was the first African 

American woman scientist 
at NASA!

Born in 1815, Ada is best 
known for writing the first 

computer algorithm during 
her collaboration with 

Charles Babbage on the 
earliest of mechanical 

computers!

Also known as “The Mother 
of the Internet”. In the 
1960’s she became an 

internet pioneer, developing 
the algorithm behind the 
Spanning Tree Protocol 

(STP), an innovation that 
made today’s Internet 

possible. 

THE PIONEERS FOR WOMEN IN STEM click on their names for more 
information



Literacy during
 Lockdown!

Oak National Academy have created a FREE virtual library 

They will provide one free book a week for children from their ‘author 
of the week’ throughout lockdown - this week is Dominique Valente 
and the book is ‘Starfell: Willow Moss and the Lost Day’. 

A brilliant way to support children’s literacy skills during 
homeschooling if access to books is limited.

Simple and free to read online / download ⬇

https://library.thenational.academy/?fbclid=IwAR02waNzsRVBECtWJt6
UlqJwocbknPujYRaSmZfMZ-SKw_k6klahDl5yjsk



Message from Bex.

The ‘action for happiness calendar’ for this month is titled ‘Mindful March’. Try these 
actions out to make you and others feel better around you!

Have a go… it 
may make you 

feel good!



Message from Bex.

What is Mindfulness? 

Being a teen can be really stressful! Mindfulness is a powerful way to handle stress, and live life more fully. Mindfulness is all 
about living fully in the present moment, without judgment, and with an attitude of kindness and curiosity. You can be mindful 
anytime, anywhere, no matter what you’re doing. It sounds simple, but it’s not always easy to do, especially when you are 
stressed! 

If you would like to know about Mindfulness then please watch this video 
You can also take a look at this link 
https://kidshealth.org/en/teens/mindfulness.html which gives you more information 
and exercises for beginners. 



Message from Nathan for year 7 students.

Tuesday 2nd March @ 10:30 David Walliams will be in conversation with Blue Peter presenter Lindsey Russell 
for an AMAAAAAZING ASSEMBLY for World Book Day!

I will present this in a live google hangout, I will put the link to the live session in the class of 2025 google 
classroom 5 minutes @10:25ish

Free Fun Activities Alert!!!
Click HereClick 

Here



Educare PE Year 7

Ultimate CTFWith Foam Javelins!

‘Medic’ Dodgeball



Educare PE Year 9



A HUGE well done to everyone who took part in the I’m a Celeb Fitness 
competition during the month of February! 

It has been incredible to see so many students from each year group, showing 
resilience, dedication and commitment to every trial that they were 
challenged with!

A KING or QUEEN of the jungle will be crowned in KS3 and KS4,                      for 
the student that achieved the most stars overall!

Winners will be 
announced in 

your PE 
classrooms next 

week!



Celebrating Year 7 English
Marley Leighton nominated by Milly 



Celebrating Year 7 Art - Lab Coat Design Competition



Celebrating Year 9 Art - Lab Coat Design Competition



Celebrating Year 10 Art - Giuseppe Arcimboldo



Celebrating Year 11 Art - Jon Tremaine



3 Eco topics chosen by you: 
Marine: protecting the marine 
environment

Biodiversity: increasing spaces and 
places for wildlife to thrive

Healthy Living: Diet, exercise and 
mindfulness for us to thrive

What do YOU need to do? 
1) Check out the UTC Eco website here 
2) Sign up to one of our Eco-challenge to be done at home ACCEPT A CHALLENGE
3) Report back on how your challenge goes (photos and videos are great!) 

We have beach cleans, litter picks, upcycling projects, bird feeder construction and now 
Eco-innovation posters for British Science Week.  

Eco-schools Newsletter: 
Issue 1: March 1st, 2021



Welcome to 
the UTC 
Pond… soon 
to be a 
haven for 
frogs, toads 
and much 
more! 

If you have a pond at 
home, we need you!
Please bring us a bottle 
or a jar of water out of 
your pond (so we get 
lots of mini beasts!) 
and if you have some, a 
jam jar full of 
frogspawn.



Eco-Schools needs your help! 
We’d really like to add a gardening club, but to do that we need 
some bits and pieces… 
Do you, your friends, neighbours or relatives have any of the 
following that you don’t need and you could donate to school:

● Garden tools - especially trowels, forks, dibbers, secateurs
● Compost - half a sack lying around, or a old compost heap that 

needs a home! 
● Canes, seed trays, vegetable seeds, strawberry runners or 

softwood fruit cuttings. 

If you have something you could donate, but no transport to get it to school, please email 
helen.sowerby@utcplymouth.org to see if we can organise a socially distanced pick-up. 



Auntie Sarah’s 
Lockdown Lunches

Healthy Sandwich fillings:

Carrot, cucumber and soft cheese

Cream cheese and red pesto

Carrot and hummus roll-up wraps

Chicken, peppers, spring onion, mayo

Peanut butter and jam 

Tuna and cucumber

                  Love it or hate it - marmite, grated cheese, cucumber 



Ingredients
● 1 baking potato

● ½ tin of kidney beans in chilli 

sauce

● 1 tsp oil

● ½ tin of sweetcorn, drained

● 20g cheddar cheese, grated

Method
● Wash and scrub the potato, prick it all over 

with a fork. Put the potato on a 
microwave-safe plate and cook in the 
microwave on full power for 4 minutes. Turn 
the potato over and heat on full power for a 
further 4 minutes, or until cooked through.

● While the potato cooks, heat the kidney 
beans through in a pan on the hob. Stir in the 
sweetcorn and heat for another 2 minutes.

● Split the baked potato open and fill it with the 
bean and sweetcorn mixture. Top with the 
cheese, and serve.

Bean, Chilli and Cheese Jacket Potato filling recipe



Year 9 Options 
STILL CALLING ALL YEAR 9...

So, we at UTC Plymouth are looking to extend our curriculum offer dependent on 
interest, staffing and timetabling. Have your say on what subjects you would like to 
study at KS4 by clicking on the link below and choosing 3 options!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1c2RuXAdCQIaRVrBeWvaPiw3qNrQZy6NJYZS_
lGd6V5E/edit

We need EVERY member of Year 9 to complete this 1 minute survey! ONLY 33 
RESPONSES SO FAR!



Message from Nathan.

Year 7 Live Virtual Lunch Social Club
                                      Student Voice has spoken and we at UTC Listen!! 

We are now offering  LIVE virtual lunchtime social clubs for each year 7 mentor group!

These social clubs will be conducted in the same way as your live lesson in terms of rules. They are an 
opportunity for you to interact with your friends within your mentor group. 

Mentors will post the links to the social club in your mentor google classrooms. If you don't have access to 
your mentor google classroom please send an email to you mentor.

Group A Tuesdays@13:20 - 13:50 amanda.lane@utcplymouth.org

Group B Thursdays@13:20 - 13:50 emma.farrell@utcplymouth.org

Group C Wednesdays@13:20 - 13:50 tristan.sheaff@utcplymouth.org

Group D/E Tuesdays@13:20 - 13:50 lucy.rothero@utcplymouth.org 
debbie.collins@utcplymouth.org 

milly.fisher@utcplymouth.org 



Year 9 Virtual Social Club - Our final session! 

This Tuesday is our last catch up and we will have no quiz or any specific session as I want to just 
spend time talking to you all regarding your feelings about coming back next week.

I hope you are all excited to be back and don’t worry if you feel a little anxious, that is perfectly 
normal and I am looking forward to seeing you all soon both virtually on this session and in person 

next week!

Meeting to run from 12:30 pm- 1pm onwards this Tuesday and Mike and your mentors can’t 
wait to see you there!

As always just give Mike or your mentor an email if you would like to arrange a smaller follow on 
session to the main event!



Message from Bex.

Year 10 Live Virtual Lunch Social Club
                                      Student Voice has spoken and we at UTC Listen!! 

We are now offering LIVE virtual lunchtime social clubs for each year 10 mentor group!

These social clubs will be conducted in the same way as your live lesson in terms of rules. They are an 
opportunity for you to interact with your friends within your mentor group. 

Mentors will post the links to the social club in your year 10 pastoral classroom. If you don't have access to 
pastoral classroom please send an email to you mentor.

Group A Tuesdays@13:20 - 13:50 bex.waters@utcplymouth.org

Group B Friday@13:20 - 13:50 jasmin.chapple@utcplymouth.org

Group C Friday @13.20 - 13.50 hayley.hall@utcplymouth.org



Message from Gemma.

Year 11 Live Virtual Lunch Social Club
                                      Student Voice has spoken and we at UTC Listen!! 

We are now offering  LIVE virtual lunchtime social clubs for each year 11 mentor group!

These social clubs will be conducted in the same way as your live lesson in terms of rules. They are an 
opportunity for you to interact with your friends within your mentor group. 

Mentors will post the links to the social club in your mentor google classrooms. If you don't have access to 
your mentor google classroom please send an email to you mentor.

Group A Thursday 1:30pm to 2pm https://meett.google.com/rgi-iezd-kau
Jason.booth@utcplymouth.org

Group B Thursday 11:00am to 
11:30am scott.sheldon@utcplymouth.org

https://meet.google.com/tfv-xorn-xjk



Kerry’s Favourite 
Quote of the Week!

#UTCFAMILY



Are you worried about anything? Is anything bothering you?

You can email worrybox@utcplymouth.org if there is anything on your mind. This 
email address is manned by a team of professionals who are on hand to support 
you and give you guidance if needed. 



Suggested Timetable...
 We will be attaching a suggested timetable below for each Year Group to follow to minimise the impact of learning 
virtually. Staff will be posting lessons in advance for you to complete. All lessons and LIVE lesson invites will be on 
Google classroom. If you have any questions or queries regarding this, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Year 7 Timetable (UPDATED WITH NEW LIVE LESSONS!):



Suggested Timetable… 
Year 9
UPDATED WITH NEW LIVE LESSONS



Suggested Timetable…
 Year 10

UPDATED WITH NEW LIVE LESSONS



Suggested Timetable…
 Year 11

UPDATED WITH NEW LIVE LESSONS



Important Contact Details...
● UTC- 01752 284250
● Reception: reception@utcplymouth.org
● Jo Ware Head of School: jo.ware@utcplymouth.org
● Gemma Laing Director of Pastoral Care: gemma.laing@utcplymouth.org
● Bex Waters Year 10 Pastoral Lead: bex.waters@utcplymouth.org
● Mike Hall Year 9 Pastoral Lead: michael.hall@utcplymouth.org
● Nathan Tills Year 7 Lead: nathan.tills@utcplymouth.org
● Natasha Ive Year 7 Family Support Worker: natasha.ive@utcplymouth.org
● Esther Knight SENCO: esther.knight@utcplymouth.org
● Jasmin Chapple Safeguarding Lead: jasmin.chapple@utcplymouth.org
● Emergency CAMHS For Mental Health Support- 01752435122
● **Please note** Mentor email addresses can be found on our website: 

https://utcplymouth.org/


